TWO ON A TOWER

escape from the first attempt, to lime Swithin's young
wings again solely for her credit's sake.

However, the deed had to be done ; Swithin was
to be made legally hers. Selfishness in a conjuncture
of this sort was excusable, and even obligatory.
Taking brighter views, she hoped that upon the whole
this yoking of the young fellow with her, a portionless
woman and his senior, would not greatly endanger his
career. In such a mood night overtook her, and she
went to bed conjecturing that Swithin had by this
time arrived in the parish, was perhaps even at that
moment passing homeward beneath her walls, and that
in less than twelve hours she would have met him,
have ventilated the secret which oppressed her, and
have satisfactorily arranged with him the details of
their reunion.
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